THE SILENT MAN’S WOOING.

By CARRIE MAY ASHTON.

(Copyright, 1902, by Dally Story Pub. Oo.)

K was a big, slient man, wholly absorbed 1In
business and self, the world sald.

Respected by many,
employees said,

No one could be more just than he, but those lbout
him often wished he was more like other men.

He was not consaclous of the fact that he threw a
damper on every one In the office.

He had never known what a home was in the true
sense of the word.

His father had deserted his mother when he was &
few weeks old and the poor little woman had lingered
until the lad was six years old.

He had loved her passlonately, but after she left
him he had learaed to live within himself,

He had found the world a cold, hard one to the
homeless, but with a fine physical Inheritance and
dauntless courage he had worked his way up from a
carrier-boy to the proprietor of one of the largest
newspapers in a large metropolis.

He was never a social creature and refused all invi-
tations

He knew very few women and they rarely saw his
best side

He lived in a very quiet boarding-house, where
Mme. Brunig, a kindly German swoman, Kept a half-
<¢ozen men who could afford to pay her well.

Elizabeth Wells, a wholecsome, attractive girl of
twenty-five, had spent the summer vacation with
Madame, as she was teaching In a neighboring city,
andi her mother was travelling with a party in Call-
fornia. -

Madame was always ready to welcome the girl, as
she had no children of her own

The other men had treated her most kindly—the
youngest having pald her considerable atte nifon—tut
Norman Raker had never exchanged a half dozen
‘words with her.

The fact was he did not know what to say to a
woman

He seldom felt at ease in a woman's presence, but
instead of disiiking her as the other boarders said,
he had grown much Interested in the merry, sunshiny
girl, and when Thanksgiving came and with It Miss

but loved by none, his

He 414 not as a rule retire to his sanctum Immedi-
ately after meals during the young woman's vislt, but

mingled with the other boarders and for him was qulte
genial.

Saturday morning he asked Miss Wells to drive with
him that afternoon, but she had promised Jack Brad-
shaw the night beafore.

“Will you go with me Bunday afternoom then?' he
inquired, knowing this was his last opportunity, as the
young girl was to leave early Monday morning.

Very much astonished at the Invitation she pleas-
antly accepted.

The first five miles of their drive Mr. Baker seemed
quite oblivious to the young lady at his side.

All at once he said in an emburrassed manner:
“Miss Wells, I am a plain, blunt man, unused to the
soclety of ladles. I probably have a strange way of
showing it, but T am deeply Interested in you and
want to make you my wife. I have never loved any
womnan in my life before, except my mother.

“My life has been a quiet, lonely one and I have mo
closs friends."

To say that Elizsalleth Wells was surprised but
mildly expresses it

She had had offers before, but had never seen A man
that she cared enough for to give up her freedom.

“I do not know you well enough, Mr. Baker, to feel
sure that I ahould make you or myself happy as your
wife. Our acquaintance has been mo very brief 1 do
not know the least thing about you except that you
are proprietor of the Bulletin You know little more
about me. 1 shall be glad to continue the acquaint-
ance, and at ths end of slx months you ean ask me the
same question and I will answer it."”

The twaln kept their own council and no one was
mads any the wiser for that drive.

Mr. Baker made frequent visits to the city in which
Miss Wells resided,

Flowers, hooks, music and confectionery found their
way to ths young lady's home. Long letters reached
her, In which the eold, sllent man told her of his early
trinla and loneliness, hic loggings and aspirations for
a happler fature.

“(ould she be happy and =atiefied with him?’ she
had asked herself over and over again, but eould reach

]
herself knew,

His friendship meant much to her, but |
might she not tire of him in time when It was too |
late? |

The alx months would soon be up, dbut she was no |
nearer a deciaion, |

It was late In May one rainy Saturday, when Nor-
man Baker reached R-— s train was late, and
A% he had an engagement for luncheon with Elizabety
Wells he took a cab. A few blocks this side of Misa
Wells's home the cab came to a sudden stop, and
upon calllng to the driver he lsarned that a smal 1!
newsboy had been knocked down and his papers scat
tered over the crossing. Jumping out of the oab, he
pleked up the lad and learned that he was not serf
ously Injured, although bdruised and shaken up

The child seemed much more concerned over the
lcss of hia papers and his torn trousers t‘mn about
his own Injuries until he was told that My Baker|
wotuld replace the papers, besldes getting him A new {
sult of clothes.

How forcibly this incident brought back his own!
cheerless childhood to the man. |

Perhaps he could put a little sunshine Into the|
newshoy's life! {

Requesting the 1nad to jump into the cab, he drove
to Miss Wells's, |

What was his astonishment to have her exclaim,
as she opened the door: Harry, lad, where have
you heen?! How did you get hurt?”

Mr ™ ined the situation and learned that
his young friend was one of Mlas Wells's favorite
puplls.

“Run up to the Mathroom, Harry, and maks your-
self as presentable as possible and you s=hall have
Iuncheon with us,’ she sald, at the conclusion of the
explanation.

Miss Wells Invited herself to go with Mr. Baker and
Harry to select the new suit, which, thanks to the
young lady's assistance, proved very hecoming and
satisfactory.

Then the happy lad departed to hs home and the
two friends visited an art gallery.

They were seated before a cheery grate fire that
evening, bdboth In a thoughtful mood, hut with a'!
peacéfulness and contentment In the atmosphere that
gave quiet happiness to the long silences.

‘“Norman,” and the blg, sllent man was all atten-
tion, and a-thrill with the sweetness and tenderness
of that firet utterance of his Christlan name. ''The
eplsode of my little newsboy friend,'” she continued,
‘‘your generous impulse to lend your ald to the lonely
tad, has made my answer to the question you asked
me six months ago a dec!ded yes.

“I guppose 1 must have Ioved you all those months,
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